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                  The Dow Jones `Buttery Chardonnay' Index  
  
   Responding to the requests of readers, we asked wine shops to 
recommend "buttery American Chardonnays" to us. Then we bought almost 
all of their recommendations and tasted them in blind flights, 
separated by price. Some of these wineries don't like the description 
"buttery" at all, but, in any event, here are the wines we liked best. 
Some of these are difficult to find.  
  
  OVER $20  
  
  VINEYARD/VINTAGE: Chasseur (Hunter Wine Cellars) `Durell, Sand Hill' 
2003  
(Sonoma Coast)  
  PRICE: $55.00  
  RATING: Delicious  
  TASTERS' COMMENTS: Best of tasting. It even looks gutsy: green-tinged 
and  
rich. Refined, with toast and great citrusy acidity. Ripe yet 
restrained.  
Awesome with stone crabs.  
  
  VINEYARD/VINTAGE: Chalk Hill Winery `Chalk Hill' 2002 (Sonoma County)  
  PRICE: $36.99  
  RATING: Very Good  
  TASTERS' COMMENTS: Classy. Chablis-like intensity at the front opens 
into  
good mouth-feel and then a long, creamy finish. Good with food.  
  
  VINEYARD/VINTAGE: Far Niente Winery 2004 (Napa Valley)  
  PRICE: $45.99*  
  RATING: Very Good  
  TASTERS' COMMENTS: The 2002 was our favorite in a tasting of 
expensive  
Chardonnay last year, and this is another winner. Elegant and 
restrained,  
more austere than buttery. Beautiful.  
  
  VINEYARD/VINTAGE: Solitude Cellars 2003 (Carneros)  
  PRICE: $23.99  
  RATING: Good/Very Good  
  TASTERS' COMMENTS: Rich and toasty, like an easy mouthful of 
comforting    �
�
 
 
buttered toast. Dottie found it sexy and warming; John thought it was 
too  
simple.  
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  VINEYARD/VINTAGE: Robert Talbott Vineyards `Sleepy Hollow Vineyard' 
2002  
(Monterey County)  
  PRICE: $34.99*  
  RATING: Good/Very Good  
  TASTERS' COMMENTS: As rich as custard, with butter, toast and nutmeg, 
true  
grape tastes and a zingy hint of lime at the end that's a real eye-
opener.  
  
  VINEYARD/VINTAGE: Varner `Spring Ridge Vineyard; Bee Block' 2003 
(Santa  
Cruz Mountains)  
  PRICE: $39.99  
  RATING: Good/Very Good  
  TASTERS' COMMENTS: Cinnamon, nutmeg and a long, mouth-coating finish. 
Some  
edges give it special interest and complexity.  
  
  UNDER $20  
  
  VINEYARD/VINTAGE: J. Lohr Winery `Riverstone' 2004 (Arroyo Seco)  
  PRICE: $10.99  
  RATING: Good/Very Good  
  TASTERS' COMMENTS: Best value. Another winner from a reliable name. 
Butter  
and toast in a lovely, light package. A very comforting house white.  
  
  VINEYARD/VINTAGE: Kendall-Jackson Vineyards & Winery `Grand Reserve' 
2003  
(Monterey, Santa Barbara, Sonoma)  
  PRICE: $15.98  
  RATING: Good/Very Good  
  TASTERS' COMMENTS: Really good for `buttery' people, with spice, 
nutmeg,  
tangerine and a little bite at the end.  
  
  VINEYARD/VINTAGE: Toasted Head (R.H. Phillips Vineyard) `Lot 33' 2004  
(California)  
  PRICE: $12.99  
  RATING: Good/Very Good  
  TASTERS' COMMENTS: Easy and nicely balanced. Tongue-coating yet 
refined.  
Good fruit, with some weight. Friendly.  
  
  NOTE: Wines are rated on a scale that ranges: Yech, OK, Good, Very 
Good,  
Delicious, and Delicious! These are the prices we paid at wine stores 
in  
Alabama, California, Indiana, New Jersey and New York. *We paid $34.99 
for  
Far Niente and $29.99 for Talbott, but these prices appear to be more  
representative. Prices vary widely.  
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